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The Cutting Edge

Sharks are known for their
teeth. Sharp points are only
part of a shark's biting power.
Most sharks have jaws that
close with tremendous force.
Knife-sharp edges on every
tooth kill, cut, and tear ag thege
predators claim their prey.
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Row After Row ’N%f— =

Behind the front row of teeth, there may be several rows of

"spare” teeth. A new tooth will rotate forward whenever a tooth in
the first row is lost. Since new teeth are always growing behind the
front teeth, the shark never rung out.




Match the pictures to find all the facts!

This deep-sea hunting sﬂark.. -
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% {" Ina shark's mouth,

AL theteethinfront.
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5 The cookie-cutter shark bites a plug
A/ out of ite prey and that i¢ how it got
itg name,

The shape of one tooth can
identify a shark. What shark

did each tooth come from? g




The largest fossil was eight inches
long on each side. It wagfrom

Carcharodon megalodor, an extinct
relative of today’s gréat white.

,fﬁnl are bigger than the
’4\ teeth in the back
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TOOTH COUNT .
Because a shark's teeth are not anchore

in ite jaws (like ours are), they fall out easily. 4
Each tooth is probably used for only a week
or two. How many teeth doesg a shark have in
its lifetime? Here is a way to find out...

You grow and lose 20 baby teeth. You
will probably grow 32 permanent teeth by
about age 20. How many teeth will that be
(¢ altogether? To find out how many teeth so

“Zsharke have, multiply your total by 200.
S ANSWER

HOW LONG WAS THE SHARK?

If a shark hag triangle-chaped teeth, you
can figure out how long the fish was. First,
measure an edge of the tooth. Now, multiply by
10. Your answer ig the shark's length in feet.

CALL 404-378-4314, EXT. 347 March 15
until April 10 to check your answers to pages
S and 6.




FINDING SHARK TEETH
The best place to look for fossil shark teeth i¢ on Georgia's

beaches. Some are buried in the sand. When the tide goes out, search
for washed-up teeth on the beach!

GO ON AN IMAGINARY FOSSIL HUNT

Pretend there is a fossil tooth buried under this grid. Follow the
directions. Where do you dig?
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Start at C-5. Then move as follows:
2 north, 6 east, and 2 southwest.
If you are not at D-9, start over.
Ask for help if you need it.
From D-9, move 5 north, 4 west, 5
gouth, 3 goutheast, 3 north; 4 west,
Z southwest, and north 3.
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