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. Some geeds flyl They are lightweight and designed to
float or gpin. Seeds may journey a long way on the wind. If
a seed lands in a suitable place, it can germinate.
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Seeds are produced from a plant's flowers.
A blooming flower must be pollinated before it
formg a fruit which may hold several seeds.
Sometimeg the fruit encloses its seeds like a
watermelon. Other plants produce fruits that
releage their seeds to fly away.

Go for a walk and look for seeds that travel by air.




FLOATING ON AIR

Dandeliong grow almost anywhere. Some
people call them weeds. The yellow "flower" ig
not really a single flower but a "flower head"
made up of dozens and dozeng of flowers. The
flower head opens each morning and closes
when the sun goes down. When you find one,
sniff it, and enjoy the delightful fragrance.

After the dandelion flowers are pollinated,
the fruit forms. It is a downy white ball of
[ --.. seeds thatlooks like a2 powder puff. The fruit,
% . or blowball, has dozens of seeds. Each seed has
\ .. a feather-like tuft fastened to its outside
- covering. On a gentle breeze,
the
. delicate
' parachutes
float
for
miles.



The gseed of a red maple has two wings. Falling from the
tree's branches, the seed flutters gently round and round.
Spring breezes can carry the bright pink seeds far away. =y

High in the sweetgum tree,
tiny flowers bloom in the spring.
After they are pollinated, they
produce an unusual fruit, the gqum
ball. These round woody balls
swing in the treetops during the
summer.

Ag the geeds ingide ripen,
the gum ball turns brown and
little windows pop open. The
geeds sprinkle out like salt from a
shaker ag qum balle sway back
and forth in the breeze. Each
small seed hag a <cingle wing and
sping ag it falls.
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Directions seed folder

1. Cut out the seed holder and 5 seeds.
You need a coin to flip.
Heads - move 2 seed, tails - move 3 seed.

2. If you land ona dark cloud where a seed dies,
“ you must discard a seed.

3. If you make it to a perfect spot and have at
h least one seed left to germinate,

you have won the SEED CHALLENGE!
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Make

Ther'are over 250,000 kinds of plants that have flowers.
All of them produce seeds that must reach a suitable
location before they can germinate.

Following these directions, cut out and fold
all three seed models on the following page.

DIRECTIONS

1. Cut on the solid lines 1,2 and 3.
2. Fold on dotted lines 4, 5 and 6.
3. Make folds 7 and & in opposite directions.
4. Hold your seeds up high and let them fly!

Fly them during different wind conditions and measure how
far your seeds travel. Can you make your seeds spin in the
opposite direction?

Flying is just one way seeds travel. How many other
ways can you name?
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It is the policy of the DeKalb County
Board of Education not to discriminate
on the basis of age, sex, race, color
religion, national origin, disability or
handicap in its educational programs,
activities or employment practices.
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