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TENT CATERPUMARS

Last summer a. mother moth laid
hundced s of 2445. She laid them in an
eqq case arasund a Yree branch.

The eqq case Yurned dack brauwn, hard,
and shiny. Fall rain and winter snow

did nat hurt the eqqgs.

*Vm size

Naw Spring is here. Flowers
are b\comina and trees have
new green \eau'es.

The ejg case is l‘la-‘rchinq

aut hundvreds ot caterpillars.
Each newly hatched caterpillar
9 anly this b'iq e |

Al the caterpillars craw\ ta ane Sork
in +he +ree. Here they spin 51K +o make

a home. Bl +he caterpillars live inside
+his silken ‘ent.
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April is the pecfect time 4o loak $or fent caterpillars.
It is easy to see +he saft,white ftent in the farK of a Yree.

LesK closely and gsu might see +he caterpillars inside.
au will mast liKely see +hem sut an branches. Fach

caterpillar spends its +ime in search of leaves +o eat

Th& lea.ues o'g Lolld d‘\arr‘g are +heir “:a.uari'{‘e 'gaoc:l.
Caterpillars 4rom %'usil' ane tent can eat all +he leaves

from a cherry tree:

When a Tfent arf’erpi”ar
leaves the +ent, it lays dewn
a silk ¥rail. T Follows +he

+rail home later

Dur'mg +he Aa.y a chernj

tcee hecomes zavered with
silK franls.,
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The tent ia

really a wonderful
home. I+ has silken
layers like. rooms.

Rir inside +he tent
15 warmed by +he sun
during the day. Rt night
Hhe tent <tays warm
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Early in the morning the caterpillars leave +heir
tent 4o feed. They vuch back if 1+ starts fo cain
sc if +he wind begins 4o blow. Semetimes the April
sun 18 too het for +he caterpillars. They stay deep
inside +he tent layers where it is s+ill caal.

The cater pillars qrow
biqqer Leom all +he

leaves +hey eat The
must make their fen¥

bigger +oo. k{’

The +ent caterpillars
Might even mave » a new

tree fork +o build a biq +ent.
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Tn May the catecpillars will be
readg to change info moaths.
Each ane will gquit Ea'{']nq and
crawl down the tree. T+ will
crawl away Hom +he ather
caterpillars. Each will find a

safe place and spin a cacoon

of white silK,

Tnside the cocoon o caferpillar
will change into an adult (math).
The math will +hen 'glli CLLucLLJ-

Maths da not eat leaves
They feed on +he sweet
nectar in +he summer §lswer

Betoce lang Temale wmaoths lay eggs.

They make egq caces just as +heir
mother moaths did +he summer before.

Next spring there will be mare CaJrerpil\ars.I
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WaTcd Out ! Tent catecpillars are all acound

when they go aut in search of places o make cocosns.

@\t\“—{mh +us kiq caterpillars below ace just alike?

1\ \

Primarily Fac .S, was
lustrated by Mary Sane Stone
and Sheila Lyard. Tt wag written
by Tudg Cutchins.
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Which caterpillar will be the FINISH

next +o dine. on the leaves <

To p\qg Houjll need Ywo cons,
o partner, and Ywo P\a\jlng

p\,eces.

TakKe turns Jrossnm_q
beth coins and

meving along the
%8\\[‘&43 Trol.

iF...

Baoth cons are Hhec\dS— move 3
Both coins are Yauils- lose turn
One head, sne tail- move |

Primarily for U.S. is a publication of DeKalb County

School System/Fernbank Science Center. It is the policy of

the DeKalb County Board of Education to promote equal v — =

opportunity on the basis of age, sex, race. religion, national <~ p”nfed on
origin, and handicap in its educational programs, : -

activities, employment practices, purchasing procedures — rec nyed paper

and placement of contracts.
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